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Welcome and Scripture Sentences 
 
Seeing that we have a great high priest that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us come boldly onto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. Hebrews  4:14,16 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: let the whole earth 
stand in awe of him. Psalm 96:9 
 
Opening Hymn: Alleluia, Allelluia! Give Thanks  
Common Praise # 405 
 
refrain: 
Alleluia, alleluia! give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 

 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth; 
he is the king of creation.  refrain 
 
Spread the good news o’r all the earth; 
Jesus has died and is risen.   refrain 
 
We have been crucified with Christ; 
now we shall live forever.   refrain 
 
Come, let us praise the living God, 
joyfully sing to our saviour.   refrain 
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invitation, confession and absolution 
DEARLY beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to 
acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and 
that we should not dissemble nor cloke them before the face of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, 
lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain 
forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.  
 And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge 
our sins before God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we 
assemble and meet together to render thanks for the great benefits 
that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy 
praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things which are 
requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul.  
 Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here 
present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto 
the throne of the heavenly grace. 
 
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, We have erred and 
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed too 
much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We have 
offended against thy holy laws, We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have one, And we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health 
in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable 
offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent; According to thy promises 
declared unto humankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, O 
most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. 
Amen.  
 
ALMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that they may turn from their 
wickedness, and live, hath given power and commandment to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the 
Absolution and Remission of their sins.  



 He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent and 
unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  
 Wherefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and 
his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do at this 
present, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy; 
so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
O LORD, open thou our lips;  
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.  
 
O God, make speed to save us;  
O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen.  
 
Praise ye the Lord; 
The Lord’s Name be praised.  
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O COME, let us sing unto the LORD: / let us heartily rejoice in the 
strength of our salvation.  
   Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, / and show 
ourselves glad in him with psalms.  
   For the LORD is a great God, / and a great King above all gods.  
   In his hand are all the corners of the earth: / and the strength of the 
hills is his also.  
   The sea is his, and he made it: / and his hands prepared the dry 
land.  
   O COME, let us worship, and fall down, / and kneel before the LORD 
our Maker.  
   For he is the Lord our God; / and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand.  
   GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost;  

   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world 
without end. Amen.  
 
 
First Lesson: Acts 1:1-11 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 
taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented 
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but 
to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what 
you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is 
not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up 
towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  
They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
 

Psalm 47 
 

O CLAP your hands together, all ye peoples;  
O sing unto God with the voice of melody. 
 

For the LORD Most High is to be feared;  
He is a great King over all the earth. 
 

He subdued the peoples under us,  
and the nations under our feet. 
 



He chose our heritage for us,  
even the glorious land of Jacob, whom he loved. 
 

GOD is gone up with a merry noise,  
the LORD with the sound of the trumpet. 
 

O sing praises, sing praises unto our God;  
O sing praises, sing praises unto our King. 
 

For God is the King of all the earth:  
Sing ye praises with understanding. 
 

God reigneth over the nations:  
God sitteth upon his holy throne. 
 
The princes of the peoples are gathered together, 
with the people of the God of Abraham; 
 

For the rulers of the earth belong unto God;  
he is very highly exalted. 
 
The Second Lesson: Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all 
the saints, and for this reason. I do not cease to give thanks for you as 
I remember you in my prayers.  I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power.  God put 
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  far above all rule 
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  And he has 
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all. 
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WE praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.  
   All earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.  
   To thee all Angels cry aloud, the Heavens and all the Powers 
therein. 
   To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry,   
   Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts;  
   Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of thy glory.  
   The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee;  
   The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise thee;  
   The noble army of Martyrs praise thee;   
   The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,  

The Father, of an infinite Majesty;   
Thine honourable, true, and only Son;   

 Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.  
 
THOU art the King of Glory, O Christ.  
   Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.  
   When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst not abhor 
the Virgin’s womb.  
   When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst open 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  
   Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.  
   We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge.  
   We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou hast 
redeemed with thy precious blood.  
   Make them to be numbered with thy Saints, in glory everlasting. 
 

The Third Lesson: Luke 24:44-53 
 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to 
them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending 



upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high.’ 
 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them 
and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in 
the temple blessing God. 
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BLESSED be the Lord God of Israel; / for he hath visited, and 
redeemed his people;  
   And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us, / in the house of his 
servant David;  
   As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets, / which have been 
since the world began;  
   That we should be saved from our enemies, / and from the hands of 
all that hate us;  
   To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, / and to 
remember his holy covenant;  
   To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, / 
that he would grant us:  
   That we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies / might 
serve him without fear,  
   In holiness and righteousness before him, / all the days of our life.  
   And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest: / for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;  
   To give knowledge of salvation unto his people/ for the remission 
of their sins;  
   Through the tender mercy of our God; / whereby the day-spring 
from on high hath visited us;  
   To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of  
death, / and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
   GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost;  
   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world 
without end. Amen.  
 

 
The Sermon  
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I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth:  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He 
descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection 
of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Lord be with you; 
And with thy spirit.  
Let us pray.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 
OUR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we 
forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
And grant us thy salvation.  
 
O Lord, save the Queen;  
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  
 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;  
And make thy chosen people joyful.  



 
O Lord, save thy people;  
And bless thine inheritance.  
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
And evermore mightily defend us.  
 
O God, make clean our hearts within us;  
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
 
 
The Collects 
 
The Collect of the Day 
GRANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe 
thy only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into 
the heavens; so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and 
with him continually dwell; who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen 
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O GOD, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in 
knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is 
perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the 
power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Third Collect, for Grace.  
O LORD our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the same 
with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 
neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be 
ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy 
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
 

Hymn: Spirit Open My Heart 
 

Chorus 
Spirit open my heart 
To the joy and pain of living 
As you love may I love 
In receiving and in giving Spirit, 
open my heart 

God, replace my stony heart 
with a heart that's kind and tender. 

All my coldness and fear 
to your grace I now surrender. 

Write your love upon my heart 
as my law, my goal, my story. 
In each thought, word, and deed, 
may my living bring you glory. 

May I weep with those who weep, 
share the joy of sister, brother. 
In the welcome of Christ, 
may we welcome one another. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 
A Prayer for the Queen and the Commonwealth  
ALMIGHTY God, the fountain of all goodness, we humbly beseech 
thee to bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen ELIZABETH, the Parliaments 
of the Commonwealth, and all who are set in authority under her; 
that they may order all things in wisdom, righteousness, and peace, 
to the honour of thy holy Name, and the good of thy Church and 
people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



A Prayer for the Clergy and People.  
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, from whom cometh every good and 
perfect gift: Send down upon our Bishops and Clergy, and all 
Congregations committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy 
grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the 
continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of 
our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ Amen.  
 
A Prayer for the Parish 
O GOD the Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful: Sanctify this parish 
by thine abiding presence. Bless those who minister in holy things. 
Enlighten the minds of thy people more and more with the light of 
the everlasting Gospel. Bring erring souls to the knowledge of God 
our Saviour; and those who are walking in the way of life, keep 
stedfast unto the end. Give patience to the sick and afflicted, and 
renew them in body and soul. Guard from forgetfulness of thee those 
who are strong and prosperous. Increase in us thy manifold gifts of 
grace, and make us all to be fruitful in good works; O blessed Spirit, 
whom with the Father and the Son together we worship and glorify, 
one God, world without end. Amen 
 
A Prayer for Provincial and Municipal Governments 
ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, send forth, we beseech thee, 
upon thy servants who bear office in this city of Halifax and in the  
Province of Nova Scotia the spirit of prudence, charity, and justice; 
that they may in all things walk before thee with stedfast purpose 
and a single heart, and faithfully serve in their several offices; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
A Thanksgiving for the Advancement of Medical Science 
O GOD, whose Spirit filleth all the world, revealing the wonders of 
nature through each succeeding day: We thank thee for the continual 
advance in medical science, whereby the bodies of men are made apt 
for thy service; beseeching thee that those who minister to thee in 
nature may be consecrated to thee by grace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 

A General Thanksgiving.  (together) 
ALMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies, We thine unworthy 
servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks For all thy 
goodness and loving-kindness To us and to all people; We bless 
thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 
life; But above all for thine inestimable love In the redemption 
of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; For the means of grace, 
And for the hope of glory. And we beseech thee, give us that due 
sense of all thy mercies, That our hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankful, And that we show forth thy praise, Not only with our 
lips, but in our lives; By giving up ourselves to thy service, And 
by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, To whom, with thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen.  
 
A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom.  (together) 
ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplications unto thee; and dost 
promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy 
Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the 
desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient 
for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and 
in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.  
 
THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
 
 
Closing Hymn:  O Worship the King 
Common Praise #380 
 
O worship the King, all glorious above, 
O gratefully sing His power and His love; 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendour, and girded with praise. 
 



O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 
 
The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 
Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 
Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 
 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 
 
O measureless might! Ineffable love! 
While angels delight to hymn Thee above, 
The humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise. 
 
Announcements 
 
Dismissal 
 
Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thank be to God. ALLELUIA! 

 


